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Just For The Fund Of It 
Where can you turn if you can't get money from family and 
friends, your local bank or a business incubator? Here's 
where to go.  
By Paul DeCeglie 
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Grow Your Business 

●     America's Business Bank 

●     Free Business Checking 

●     Free Online Payroll 

Does it seem like every Tom, Dick and Harriet is effortlessly 
attracting start-up capital while you're struggling to fund your 
business? "It's a sad reality," says Gustavo G. Dolfino, chairman and 
CEO of venture capital infomediary P.A. Worthington-Cabott LLP in 
New York City, but "some of the best ideas never get financed." But 
don't despair if family and friends can't fill your needs, your bank 
won't come to your assistance and you don't have access to 
a business incubator. Others are waiting to help you achieve your 
goals.

Dolfino, for example, can help "by hooking up entrepreneurial talent 
with the right funders— who can take it to the next level." He'll put 
your business plan in the hands of five potential investors who are 
right for you. Worthington-Cabott submits business plans to 

Today on Entrepreneur 
●     Is Your Referral Networking Working? 
●     5 Out-of-the-Ordinary Outsourcing Trends 
●     20 Palate-Pleasing Holiday Wines 
●     In-House 
●     10 Cheap Ways to Build Your Brand 
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databases with access to private equity funds, onestop shops, 
venture capital funds, angels, endowments and foundations. These 
are further broken down by industry and geographic preference, type 
of investment preference, investment portfolio and stage of 
investment. The service comes at a price.

Dolfino says his firm charges clients $200 to submit business plans to the first five prospects. 
For an additional $100 a pop, they'll refer you to attorneys, accountants and professionals 
who will attend the initial presentation.

Content Continues Below 

 

Similarly, Vcapital.com determines the appropriate VCs for your opportunity through its 
matching process and guides your project, from drafting a brief proposal to setting up a 
meeting with potential investors. The site enables you to prepare an iDeal Summary (a 
synopsis of your business plan), while staffers provide feedback on your complete business 
plan, offer advice and refer your opportunity to venture capital firms. Vcapital.com, 
established by venture capitalists, charges a one-time fee of $200.

Were you hoping for something less costly? How about free? BusinessFinance.com can do 
that for you. Designed to assist entrepreneurs in locating funding sources, the site directs you 
to venture capital, investment funds, equipment leasing or financing and even helps secure a 
loan or government funds. The site features a capital search engine to find funding sources 
that specialize in your industry, size, stage and amount; provides a free workbook teaching 
you how to prepare and present a funding request; discusses government programs; and 
suggests other resources and experts. There is no charge for the service, but you've got to do 
most of the work yourself.

Paul DeCeglie (MrWritePDC@aol.com) is a former staff reporter for Journal of 
Commerce and American Banker.

 

Resource Centers
 
Business Startup Kits  
Want to build a restaurant empire, but don't know where to start? Our 
startup kits have the detailed information you need to create dozens 
of businesses, from clothing stores to medical claims billing. 

 
 
More Resources  

●     Tax Center 
●     Pet Business Center 

●     Mobile Warrior Center 
●     Travel Center 
●     Trade Publication 

More Resources » 

Marketplace
Make your office more productive. 
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5 Out-of-the-
Ordinary 
Outsourcing 
Trends
Outsourcing is reaching new 
levels of creativity as 
entrepreneurial minds figure out 
more and more tasks that can 
be sourced elsewhere.
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the morning. 
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Guide

Sponsored Links
●     BeneFits: Affordable health coverage for your small business. Get a quote now and apply online. 
●     Conduct Unlimited Online Meetings for One Low Flat Rate. Try it FREE!  
●     STUNNING Web Design + Website Search Engine Optimization & Pay Per Click Advertising on Search Engines 
●     Harvard Business School Executive Education offers Strategic Negotiations: Dealmaking for the Long Term 
●     Multiply Remote PC Repair and Minimize I.T. visits at intel.com/smallbusiness 
●     Customize Business Advantage Checking to fit the exact needs of your small business. 
●     Fujitsu ScanSnap S510 Scanner Scan to searchable PDF and directly to Office with the touch of one button! 
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